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1 . 13 This communication Is responsive to communication filled on 12/23/2003 . 

2. El The allowed claim(s) is/are 21-36.39 and 40 . 

3. M The drawings filed on 14 Februan 


4. □ Acl^nowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
"All bjDSome* c) □ None of the: 

1 . □ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

3. □ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this 
international Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

5. □ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic 
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8. □ CORRECTED DRAWINGS ( as "replacement sheets") must be submitted. 

a) □ including changes required by the Notice of Draflsperson's Patent Drawing Review ( PTO-9' 
1 ) □ hereto or 2) □ to Paper No. . 

b) □ including changes required by the proposed drawing correction filed , which has beei 

c) □ including changes required by the attached Examiner's Amendment / Comment or In the Off 

lentifying indicia such as tlie application number (see 37 CFR 1.84(c)) should be written on the drawing 
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REASONS FOR ALLOWANCE 

1. Claims 1-20, 37 and 38 are canceled, and claims 21-36, 39 and 40 are pending. 

2. All pending claims 21-36, 39 and 40 are allowed. 

3. The following is an examiner's statement of reasons for allowance: The closest 
art Schmidle et al. (US 4,273,819) teaches a floor covering comprising a foamable base 
having a chemically embossed portion and a wear layer having a mechanically 
embossed portion, wherein the chemical embossed depth is greater than the 
mechanical embossed depth. Schmidle neither teaches nor suggests a mechanically 
embossed portion, which is cured prior to mechanically embossing, or a chemically 
embossed portion embossed prior to mechanically embossed portion. 

Any comments considered necessary by applicant must be submitted no later 
than the payment of the issue fee and, to avoid processing delays, should preferably 
accompany the issue fee. Such submissions should be clearly labeled "Comments on 
Statement of Reasons for Allowance." 

Conclusion 

4. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Betelhem Shewareged whose telephone number is 571- 
272-1529. The examiner can normally be reached on IVlon.-Thur. 7:30AM-6:OOPM. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Cynthia H Kelly can be reached on 571-272-1526. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 


Betelhem* 
January 16, 2004. 


